


Carstensz Pyramid Expedition 
 

 We did it!!  Mountain Trip has led NINE  successful expeditions to Carstensz since August of 

2005.  Carstensz Pyramid is on the island of New Guinea, the worldõs third largest island, in the province of 

Papua (formerly  Irian Jaya),  a remote corner of Indonesia.  This is the highest peak in the Australasian conti-

nent and one of the most difficult of the seven summits to gain access to.  The climb itself involves fifth class 

rock climbing on a beautiful limestone summit ridge to gain the 16,023 foot/4,884 meter summit.  Carstensz 

Pyramid is the highest peak in the Surinam mountain range that transects the island and sits next to the glaci-

ated Ngapulu Jaya.  The views looking over the jungle and beyond to the blue Pacific Ocean from the summit 

of this mysterious mountain are a rare and very special experience.    

 This island is one of the most exotic and fascinating  places left to travel  in the world.  The local peo-

ple belong to hundreds of different tribes including the Dani, where the men still wear the traditional penis 

gourd and little else.   We often have the opportunity to visit a village as we make our way to the mountain.   

 

The Route  
 We climb the original route up the North Face of Carstensz Pyramid, joining the summit ridge and 

proceeding to the summit.  The climb is on beautiful,  sharp limestone.  Most of the 

climb is scrambling, but there are sections up to 5.6 in difficulty.   We will fix ropes on 

much of the route to gain the summit ridge, which will aide us on the descent.  The sum-

mit ridge is a beautiful, but exposed knife-edge ridge with really interesting climbing.   

Youõll need to have some rock climbing experience prior to coming to Carstensz and 

please plan on brushing up on those skills before the trip.  The island is very rainy and 

you should expect to be travelling and climbing in the rain at times.  If we have extra days 

at base camp we can climb nearby Ngapulu Jaya,  which still has remnant glaciers,  a strange juxtaposition on 

this equatorial island.   

 Access to Carstensz Pyramid involves a lot of logistics, and many permits.  We will be flying by heli-

copter from the village of Nabire right in to base camp.   The Bell 212 helicopter that we use can only carry 3-

4 climbers into base camp on each trip, and due to the typical afternoon rains of the highlands of Papua, we 

often take 2 days to get our entire team moved into base camp.   It is always an adventure!! 
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An expedition to Carstensz Pyramid is unlike almost any other in the world for a number of factors.   The 

proximity of the mountain to the Freeport Mine, the worldõs largest open pit gold mine, has long complicated 

climberõs access.  From 2002 through 2005, the peak was off limits to climbers.  Several teams illegally passed 

through the mine to climb the mountain and other teams were denied access by military and mine authorities.    

Gaining access to the mountain is the most difficult part of a trip to Carstensz Pyramid.   The access that we 

choose depends upon the most current political situation in Papua, and the logistical resources available.   

 

Since 2005 we have led many successful trips to Carstensz using many different access routes and logistics.    

Those trips make us honestly feel that we have the best contacts and the most experience to negotiate the 

bureaucracy to give you the greatest chance of climbing the mountain.   Indonesia is a complex, dynamic envi-

ronment in which to run expeditions and unfortunately; some of the challenges in climbing Carstensz Pyramid 

are not related to climbing mountains.    Maintaining a òrigid state of flexibilityó is crucial to a successful and 

enjoyable trip to Papua. 

 

When we leave Bali,  each of us travels with a òSurat Jalanó or Indonesian travel visa.  These visas must be 

signed by the police commandant at each district that we pass through.  We have very good relationships with 

the authorities along the way, but any of them could, in theory, refuse to sign our visas and deny us access to 

our proposed route to the mountain.  We have seen our helicopter access fall through at the last minute, 

weather has made us unable to fly for days, a rival Indonesian outfitter has tried to interfere with our progress.   

     

The risks associated with climbing Carstensz Pyramid include, but are not limited to: 

 

Political manoeuvrings and corruption 

Delays related to helicopter availability  

Social and political instability in Indonesia 

Weather related delays 

Delays created by the Freeport Mine authorities 

Altitude illness from the quick ascent by helicopter to over12,000 feet 

Illness including malaria which is common in the lowlands of Papua 

Local tribal unrest 

 

A Carstensz expedition is a significant investment  on everyoneõs part and we promise to protect your invest-

ment to the best of our abilities.   A certain amount of your total expedition cost is sent over to Indonesia prior 

to the expedition departure and this is at most risk.  We will guard the balance of your expedition payments 

until the last possible moment, when we have assurances that your trip will go forward as planned.  If we are not 

comfortable that we can provide you with a safe, legal and successful expedition, we will not launch the trip.  
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